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Inside the Columbia University auditorium whereniemn President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad spoke this weaattience
members responded with peals of laughter to hisriss that Iran is a gay-free nation. Among thdiance members, no
doubt, were members of the LGBT community.

As ridiculous as Ahmadinejad's statement was,csn,was the audience's reaction. Laughter in pslis usually a sign of
complacency - a reaction from people who apparéligve they have made so much progress, thegféam to laugh off
statements they find absurd and then move on.

Given Ahmadinejad's ruthless killings of LGBT pespivhere was the audience's outrage? If Ahmadiregjddieclared that
no one from any other persecuted community livdsain today, the audience would have erupted insh@ther than
chuckles.

Can it be that too many LGBT people, joined by satnaight progressives, have reached a dangeroofoddevel where
laughter replaces action? How many audience menhfelshmadinejad's speech asking themselves o#tmers next to
them - how to counter this madman who has exeqaegle because of their sexual orientation?

Ahmadinejad knows he can say whatever he wantags and no one will hold him accountable. We'lglatall right.
But we will not act.
Neither will the United Nations, for that matteth@re Ahmadinejad spoke this week to the Generatrbgy.

Ahmadinejad had every reason to breathe easy flegng from recent UN history. On July 26, whenaativist asked
newly-elected UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moonjrdua speech in San Francisco, to talk about LGBfts, the activist
was escorted out of the hall. Some in the audigiggied, while others called for the daring activ@sshut up. Ban quickly
reduced the flame, saying merely, "Gay rightsvery sensitive issue..." and allowed his voice&dl bff. We are still waiting
for what will follow.

Tragically, the UN has run away from everythingtthas to do with safeguarding LGBT human rightse Tost daring thing
the UN has done for the LGBT community in receratrgevas giving mere consultative status to LGBhtggrganizations
at the UN Economic and Social Council, and eves tiot without a fight.

A simple resolution calling for decriminalizing hasexuality is still too revolutionary for the UNdiculing its pretensions
to lead in fighting for human rights worldwide.

Whether at the UN or Columbia, an internationaliyanius gay-basher should be welcomed not withH&ergor applause,
but with bold political action. Ahmadinejad desenan audience incensed enough to walk out on hitiner than one that
treats him like a stand-up act from Caroline's Cayrélub.

As a gay citizen of Israel who belongs to both titmsncies Ahmadinejad wishes to wipe off the map,embarrassed at the
LGBT community's tepid reaction to the Iranian meat's homophobia - certainly tepid in comparismthe justifiably
fierce reaction to his psychotic anti-Israel idegpylo

The next time Ahmadinejad or some other anti-LGB$abt speaks in America, whether at the UN, Colardyi elsewhere,
the LGBT community must move aggressively to couttte guest and the host. Let them both understaatdilling people
because of their sexual orientation is no laugiiadter.

Yoav Svan isthe LGBT coordinator of the International Union of Socialist Youth and a board member of the Aguda (the

Israeli LGBT Association) and the Jerusalem Open House.
His website is www.yoavsivan.org.
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