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No matter who wins the coming week's lowa caucaselsNew Hampshire primary, the 2008 presidentialg=ign - at least on the Democratic side - has heen
remarkable political milestone for the LGBT commntyniTo be sure, the presidential candidates haee bsr from perfect. The top three Democrats haredd around
marriage equality more clumsily than Britney Speamved at the 2007 MTV Music Awards.

But consider these major developments:

First, full civil unions, not limited domestic pagrships, have become the Democrats' fallbackiposin the recognition of same-sex relationshiggt® not to say it's
any less maddening to watch Hillary Clinton, Bar&tiama, and John Edwards blur the difference betwesd marriage equality and separate-and-unedyibuinions.

In states that have enacted civil union laws alyetitk failure of employers to recognize civil umgoas the equal to marriage proves that marriaggesreaword of
difference - big difference.

But for the debate among the Democratic candidatbs between civil unions and real marriage equilinot a bad place for the LGBT community to be.

Practically speaking, a

Democratic president could not, just yet, succedddgislating a national civil union law, whichvughat they are pledging to do. But given how farltaéance has shifted
our way, a federal domestic partnership law of skimd - specifically a law granting benefits to édl workers and perhaps giving tax and Social &gcquity to
same-sex couples, as well as reform to grant resjdgtatus to the same-sex partners of US citizemesy be within reach in the next session of Cosgyre

Second, the Democrats are united in their revulatddon't Ask, Don't Tell. This includes Hillaryi€ton, whose husband signed the Free World's nisstighinatory

military personnel policy in 1993. Though the Rejzdn candidates advocate retaining the policyeneas they support a war exhausting American mjlpparsonnel -
their voices are tepid in contrast to the Demotratssistent advocacy of throwing the policy irtte dustbin of history.

That's quite a change from where Democratic nomindéa Kerry stood in 2004, when he went no furthan saying he would "sit down with lead commandeise
military" to assess the policy, but that he nonletbe "respected... 'unit cohesion' issues."

Third, Republican flip-flopping on gay rights - wiformerly pro-gay rights candidates like Mitt Roeyrand Rudy Giuliani changing their views to pantethe far
right-wing Republican primary voters - has beconpelitical liability even among the GOP base. Rdjmains, according to the polls, are now as upstt thie anti-gay
hypocrisy coming from Romney and Giuliani as theyrewvith the two Northeasterners having been pyctgaegin with.

Giuliani has completely lost his ability to say,dY may not agree with where | stand, but you'llagisvknow where | stand" - at least as far as ggysigo. That had
been the very essence and appeal of his candidadyif Romney loses either lowa or New Hampshihtstates where he was once expected to coasttéoyw he
can blame his own cynical repositioning on LGBTuEs. According to statewide polls in both statggjiicant percentages of Republicans say Romnléy/tteem
whatever he thinks they want to hear - a majordfirthey hasten to add.
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The scorn for the Giuliani and Romney flip-flopssigectacular news for our community. It servesaaming to leading Democrats who have also flgpfied on
LGBT issues because of potential national ambitioMaryland, for instance, Governor Martin O'Malledvocated full marriage equality as Baltimore oragnly to
flip-flop to supporting merely civil unions once heached the governor's mansion.

In New Jersey, Governor Jon Corzine went from adting full marriage equality as a US Senate candiga2000, to supporting merely civil unions aseaator and
gubernatorial candidate, to returning full-cirabestying he would sign a marriage equality biit ieached his desk, though he prefers that ngpdrapefore the
presidential election.

What has the 2008 presidential campaign shown Deatowith future White House dreams? Modifying gey positions to appeal to Republicans in a natigeaeral
election will do nothing to buy Republican suppartd may even cost votes among the progressive fratimbase.

That lesson should prove instructive as well to Newk Mayor Michael Bloomberg- pro-marriage equattnce 2005 - should he throw an independentrhtitd ring.

So make no mistake: The progress the LGBT comminaisymade in the 2008 campaign not only has raatiifics in the short term, but also for presidergiattions to
come. The ball is now in our court.

Yoav Svan isthe LGBT coordinator of the International Union of Socialist Youth and a board member of the Jerusalem Open House. A resident of Tel Aviv who has
lived in the United Sates, Svan is a frequent commentator on American politics. HISWEBS TE/A>
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